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Submission on the Statutory Review of the Crown Land Management Act 2016 (NSW) 
 
Background 
 
Founded in 1937, the Monaro Acclimatisation Society Incorporated (MAS) is a voluntary, 
incorporated association primarily concerned with the development and maintenance of freshwater 
fisheries in south-eastern New South Wales (primarily in the Snowy Mountains/Monaro region). 
Because this region contains mostly trout water, the MAS has a focus on trout – but it also makes 
significant contributions to the native fish program throughout the region. The MAS is a primary 
stakeholder with the New South Wales Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries) and is recognised 
as such under the Fisheries Act 1935 (NSW). MAS participates with NSW Fisheries in the stocking of 
freshwater lakes and rivers, is involved in the maintenance of riparian habitat, and contributes to policy 
and legislation affecting freshwater fishing in New South Wales. MAS is a Crown Reserve Trustee, 
and is working with the Recreational Fishing Alliance of New South Wales on the NSW Angler Access 
Project – which aims to secure Crown Reserves and Crown Roads for the purpose of angler access in 
New South Wales. 

The MAS has a long and proud history of angler representation. Since its inception, the MAS has 
worked to improve fishing and the aquatic environment in the region.  

The MAS is affiliated with the NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers – a peak body designed to 
represent the interests of all freshwater anglers in New South Wales. The MAS is also represented 
on the following NSW Fisheries consultative bodies: 
 

 NSW Fisheries Trout Allocation Committee; 
 Snowy Mountain Lakes Working Group; 
 Gaden Trout Hatchery Management Committee. 

 
Submission 
 
This submission is based on the MAS’ lived experience with the Crown Lands division and compliance 
matters.  Our submission covers three elements: 
 

1. The MAS’ experience as a Crown Land manager. 
 

2. The MAS’ wish to be recognised as a key stakeholder organisation when proposals are being 
considered for all Crown Land transactions adjoining rivers and impoundments in the 
Snowy/Monaro region. 
 

3. The MAS’ experience with compliance issues. 
 

 
The MAS’ experience as a Crown Land manager 
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The MAS is the Crown Land manager of a reserve on the Thredbo River, downstream of the Gaden 
Hatchery. As a manager, we have had no problems working within the parameters of the Crown Land 
Management Act 2016 (NSW). We report each year using the portal and we have found it to be quite 
user-friendly. We do minimal work on the Reserve, and have no staff or other issues. 
 
Key stakeholder organisation 
 
This matter relates to the Crown Land Transactions section of the review document. Crown Lands that 
adjoining river and impoundments often provide the only public access for anglers to access these 
rivers and impoundments for recreational purposes. Where there are proposals for Crown Land 
transactions on parcels of land adjoining rivers and impoundments in the Snowy/Monaro region, the 
MAS wishes to be regarded as a key stakeholder to be consulted at the contemplative stage, so that we 
may consider such proposals from an angler access perspective. 
 
No doubt, there are many other organisations that would wish to be consulted on any proposals for 
Crown Land transactions. It is therefore important that the review recognises the need of these 
organisations  also to be consulted – at the contemplation stage. 
 
The MAS requests that it be regarded as a key stakeholder organisation to be consulted, at the 
contemplative stage, when there are proposals for Crown Land transactions on lands adjoining rivers 
and impoundments in the Snowy/Monaro region. More generally, the MAS recommends that all 
relevant organisations be consulted, at the contemplative stage, whenever Crown Land transactions 
are being proposed. 
 
Compliance 
 
Over the years the MAS has had occasions to work with the Crown Lands compliance team to protect 
access to Crown Lands that lead to waterways.  At times, landholders have sought to deny or limit 
access to Crown Lands that provide access to fishing destinations; primarily on various rivers in New 
South Wales.  We also note that the NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers has also faced similar issues. 
 
The most recent case involving the MAS is a matter relating to a Crown road that branches off a 
Council road (Warrigal Road) in the Nimmitabel district of NSW, which leads to a Crown Reserve on 
the Maclaughlin River.  This river is without doubt one of the most iconic trout streams in NSW, and 
has a high visitation rate. Following the sale of land incorporating the Crown road, the new owner 
blocked the Crown road that leads to the reserve.   
 
To resolve the issue, the MAS engaged NSW Fisheries and the Crown Lands compliance officer.  
Despite this matter going on for three years, it remains unresolved – and from the MAS’ perspective, 
it seems that the Crown Land compliance team is either unable or unwilling to properly resolve the 
matter.  To be fair, the compliance officer did consult the landholder and the offending lock on the 
gate was removed, but then the landholder used a landscaping machine to build unnavigable mounds 
of earth across the Crown road easement.   
 
Issues stemming from this conflict are relevant to the current review under the Protection, Compliance 
and Enforcement section of the review document, and we use it here as our example. 

 In the example, discussions with the compliance manager revealed that he was well aware 
of the Roads Act and the Crown Lands Act in this matter; however, he stated that he was 
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unaware of the Inclosed Lands Protection Act.  In this case the Inclosed Lands Protection 
Act was a vital component of the case.  The landholder contended that people using the 
track were trespassing, as the track did not exactly follow the Crown road easement.  The 
MAS’ view is that the Inclosed Lands Protection Act negated the notion of trespass and in 
effect, the track became the Crown road.  The MAS considers it important that compliance 
officers be conversant with all Acts that apply to Crown lands.  

The MAS recommends: that all compliance officers receive training in the Inclosed Lands 
Protection Act as it relates to Crown roads. 

 In this example, the landholder has pushed a substantial amount of earth along the Warrigal 
Road corridor to block access to the Crown road.  Although the compliance officer has 
been made aware of this, he has not taken any action.  One justification was that the exact 
position of the Crown road could not be identified, as it had not been surveyed.  The MAS 
was advised that the Department could not afford to survey the road in question, and that 
the MAS would have to fund the survey.   

The MAS recommends: that Crown Lands fund and develop the ability to survey the 
boundaries of Crown lands and roads in cases of conflict.   

 In the example, the landholder consulted SixMaps and discovered that the Crown reserve 
accessed by the Crown road was “in” the river, not on the bank.  While the compliance 
officer did a review and confirmed that the reserve was a 20-metre reserve on the bank, the 
MAS was advised that this would need to be surveyed.  

The MAS recommends: that in addition to developing the capacity to survey as stated 
above, every effort be made to ensure that SixMaps is as accurate as possible. 

 In this example, the MAS has worked in partnership with NSW Fisheries; however, NSW 
Fisheries has regularly advised the MAS that they have no power or jurisdiction over 
Crown lands.   

The MAS recommends that NSW Fisheries Compliance Officers and NSW Fisheries 
Access Officers be included in the list of qualified persons that can be appointed as an 
‘authorised officer’. 

The MAS believes that compliance with the Crown Lands Act is inadequate and over the years has 
demonstrated an inability to resolve conflict where one party is intent on ignoring Crown lands 
management and rules.  The MAS believes that all the remedies proposed in the review are long 
overdue, and that those proposed here by the MAS will further strengthen compliance and ensure 
that Crown lands are available to the community, free of abuse, intimidation and threats from the 
minority of landholders who believe that they have exclusive right to the Crown estate.  

 
.. March 2024
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SixMaps PDF Image of Example 
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Surveyed Map of Example 
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Image of Obstruction to Access Road 
 

 


